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Lafayette House Partners with  
St. John’s Child Care Center 
 
Lafayette House launched a new partnership in mid-July with  
St. John’s Mercy Discovery Center, providing interim direc-
tion and support staff under a contract management agree-
ment. 
 
For an interim period Carolyn Hale, former Lafayette House 
clinical director, will serve as director of the child care center, 
and Lafayette House will provide support and direction.   
 
“Lafayette House has a strong history of providing quality child care in Joplin,” said Alison  
Malinowski, executive director.  “We are excited to launch this venture with St. John’s, combining 
our child care experience with their professional facility and staff.” 
 
Debbie Linnes, St. John’s President and CEO, and a Lafayette House board member, said, “We are 
pleased to be able to recruit such a qualified leadership candidate.  We feel confident that Carolyn will 
be a wonderful addition to Mercy Discovery Center staff.” 
 
The Mercy Discovery Center provides care for approximately 80 children, ages 6 weeks to 12 years. 
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Girl Scout Troop 
 
Lafayette House and the Ozark Area Girl Scout Council joined 
forces to establish a Troop for girls who are living in our shel-
ter.  The girls meet weekly, and the meetings follow a program 
specially designed for high-risk girls.  So far, five girls have 
joined the LH troop. 
 
Being a part of Girl Scouts will go a long way in building the 
self-esteem of the young girls who have seen much trauma in 
their lives, and give them a sense of belonging and purpose.  
The troop is one more way to provide a sense of normalcy in 
the lives of children while they are staying in the shelter.  
Hopefully, the girls will continue to be part of Girl Scouting 
after they leave Lafayette House. 
 
We owe many thanks to those who made this project possible, 
including Soroptimist International of Joplin for contribuing 
$500 to subsidize the dues fees for girls unable to pay the re-
quired $10 per year.  Sugar Creek Designs and Frank Shagets, 
Sr. provided t-shirts with the Girl Scout logo to serve as uni-
forms.   
 
Volunteer Joyce Gentzler made sashes for the girls to display 
the badges they earn.   

LH Welcomes New 
Board Members 
 
Lafayette House is pleased to an-
nounce the addition of three new 
members to its Board of Directors. 
 
Sharon Beshore, Joplin, is a com-
munity volunteer who works with 
many area organizations.  Sharon 
also serves on the Missouri Arts 
Council Board.  
 
Barbara Hicklin, Joplin, is owner 
of Abbey Title 
Company.  Barb 
is involved in 
many community 
activities,  
including Joplin 
Daybreak Rotary.  She and her hus-
band Jim are longtime supporters of 
Lafayette House. 
 
 
Mary Schillaci, Carl Junction, has 

been a Lafayette 
House volunteer 
for two years. She 
has experience 
with the issues 
Lafayette House 
addresses and 

currently volunteers as an  
emergency room advocate for  
sexual assault victims. 
 
The new board members replace 
retiring members Mary Duff, Sara 
Newman and JoAnn Vowels, who 
gave many years of valuable  
service.  Thank you! 

New Home Marks a Milestone for  
Lafayette House 
 
The time of leaving Lafayette House to start life on her own can 
be very stressful for a woman and her children.  With a new job, 
and often new expenses such as rent, child care, and transporta-
tion, the family can feel overwhelmed.   On July 3, Lafayette 
House launched a new housing program to help families make a 
smoother transition from shelter living to being on their own. 
 
The City of Joplin helped Lafayette House acquire a small three-
bedroom home, which our staff cleaned, re-painted, and fur-
nished with donations from the community.  Families leaving our 
shelter now may apply to live in the house for up to six months, 
for a low rental fee that increases the longer they occupy the 
house.  This will help women work and save a few months of  
income before being hit with higher rental payments. 
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Friends of Lafayette House 
Thanks to the following individuals, organizations and businesses  

for their recent contributions to Lafayette House.   

Nancy & Tony Adams 
Tom Adkins 
Aegis Communications 
American Legion Auxillary 
Jack Anderis 
Arvest Bank 
Aurora United Methodist Church 
Jim & Patricia Austin 
Paula & Gene Baker 
Brad Baker 
Madalyn Bazzano 
Betty Beard 
Luann Becker 
Tony Bergkoetter 
Sharon & Lance Beshore 
Bethany Baptist Church 
Better Living Store 
Charlene Bicknell 
Kent & Karolee Blanchard 
James & Joan Bowman 
Susan & David Bozung 
Stephanie Bracken 
Sherri & Kenneth Brinkoetter 
Teddy Brown 
Charlete Busby 
Byers Avenue Methodist Church 
Calvary Baptist Church 
Carthage Methodist Church 
Cloyd Carlin Charitable Trust 
Changing Hands Bookstore 
Dan & Deborah Chiodo 
Wendy Christensen 
Robert & Tracy Clark 
Clark Funeral Home 
Class Act I Cosmetology 
Kay Collins 
Commerce Bank 
Margorie Cooper 
Joyce Courtney 
Penny Cox 
Joy & John Cragin 
Edithe Crowell 
Ashley Cupp 
Mrs. Karen Curran 
Margaret Davis 

Gene & Laurie Delano 
Unit #13 Joanne Demint 
Seth Dermott 
Sue Dixon 
Dollar General 
Sonnie Dooley 
The Dress Barn 
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Duke 
Eastern Shawnee Tribal Police 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 
Patricia & Paul Entz 
Bertha Escamilla 
Teresa Estes  
Jimmye Dean Fagan 
Faith Assembly of God 
Kathy & Billy Fellers 
Financial Accounting Systems 
Janet Fletcher 
Food 4 Less 
Freeman Health System/CMN 
Elizabeth Fry 
Bette Gehrs 
Tim & Connie Gilbert 
Tracy Gipson 
Liz & Douglas Glynn 
Vonie Going/Salon 1201 
Julie Gooch 
Grace Bible Church  
Granby Christian Church 
Sharon Haight 
John & Carolyn Hale 
Sheryl Hall 
Janice Hall 
Hampton Inn 
David Harris 
Bob & Judy Heiniger 
Hilda Hendelbrandt 
Barbara & Jim Hicklin 
Donna Hicks 
Bernice Higgins 
Cliffton Holcomb 
Holiday Inn 
John Hollingsworth 
Home Depot 
J.C. Hounschell 

Housing Authority of Joplin 
IDC Trucking 
Bonnie Jacobs 
Ms. Jensen's TA Class 
Rayma Johnson  
Joplin Board of Realtors 
Paul & Jennifer Kampfe 
Jerry Kennamer 
Debbie Knight 
Debra & Steve Koelkebeck 
Jill Kopf 
Amy Kremer 
Anne Landis 
Linda Lane 
Leggett & Platt 
Jessica LeMaster 
Steve and Connie LeMaster 
Todd LeMaster 
Debbie & Steve Linnes 
Lowe's  
Alison Malinowski & Jim Webster 
Barbara Majzoub 
Mary Kay Consultant 
Lois Masoner 
Masterson's 
Larry Masters 
Tanra Mayes 
Sarah McConnell 
Virginia McKenzie 
Theresa McMurdle 
Sandy Mead 
Memorial Middle School 
Betty Mertens 
Messenger Towers 
Catherine Sandy Michaels 
Mid-Con Cable 
Renee Miller 
Elinore Mitchell 
MOKA Productions 
Moms Club 
James Montgomery 
Jennifer Morris 
Maxine Moss 
MSSU Alumni 
MSSU Phi Eta Sigma 
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The Spirit of Sanctuary 

In July Lafayette House  
presented its first annual “Spirit 

of Sanctuary” Awards to the  
employees who best reflected 
the Sanctuary philosophy of  

client care. 

Kristen Devore, victim advocate, 
and Julie LeBlanc, community 

support worker, were each  
honored by their colleagues and 

clients for their attitudes and  
relationships with both clients 

and staff. 

In their nomination forms, these 
winners were described as  
respectful, empathetic and  

being “real cheerleaders” for 
their clients. 

Kristen and Julie will have their 
names engraved on bricks and 
placed on the Recognition Wall 
in the Lafayette House lobby. 

Congratulations to these super 
staff members! 

 

Cindy Neal 
Joe & Rebecca Newman 
Sara Newman 
Jack & Marjorie Nichols 
Eileen Nichols 
North Middle School 
Kathy & Mark Norris 
Clark Nutting 
Sarah Oglesby 
Beth & Rick Parmley 
Paula Payton 
Andrea & Mike Pence 
Jerry & Nancy Perry 
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society 
Cynthia & Michael Phillips 
Marilyn Ponder 
Tom Powell 
Project Linus 
R&R Trucking 
Richard & April Rasmussen 
Kerri Rea 
Dixie Reid 
Betty Resch 
Judy Reynolds 
Bob Rowe 
Safeway Bakery 
St. John's Episcopal Church 
St. John's Regional Medical Center 
St. Mary's Catholic Church 
St. Vincent De Paul Society 
St. Paul's United Methodist Ch. 
Sam's Club 
Greg & Sue Scheurich 
Mary & Robert Schillaci 

Wynn Selig 
Seneca United Methodist Women 
Frank Shagets 
Anne Sharp 
Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church 
Scott Schultz 
Bunnye Smith 
Lynn Smith 
Larry & Donna Snyder 
Soroptomist of Carthage 
Janice Southwick 
Southside Baptist Church 
Southwest Missouri Bank 
Spring River Christian Association 

Louise& Eric Secker 

Melanie & Dan Stanley 

                Terrie N. Stevens 
Brenda Stuckey 
Student Coalition Against Child 
Abuse 
Julie Stutt  
John & Beth Styron 
Chuck Surface 
Sutherland Building Material 
Mindy Thompson 
James Thompson 
Trade Secret 
Eleanor Travis 
Judy Turner 
Christina Tyler 
UMB Bank 
United Methodist Church - CJ 
United Way SW Mo 
Mary Upsher 
U. S. Postal Service 
Pam Vanhoultan 
Debbie & George Vansco 
Valerie Vickery 
Terry Vogt 
Waco Christian Church 
Wal-Mart 7th St. 
Wal-Mart-Neosho 
Evelyn Wallace 
Don Walters 
Waymeth Werries 
Cathy White 
WIC 
Dot & Bob Willcoxon 
Shannon Wilcox 
Julie Williams 
Janel Winnel 
Woman to Woman 

Gil Stevens— in memory of Special thanks to 
Oran Baker and 
all the guys at 

Burggraf  
Discount Tires  
for all the work 

they do! 

 
Marvin & Martha 

Wachs 
& 

Carolyn Hale 
 

For the fantastic 
handmade furniture! 
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New Mission, Vision Highlight Lafayette House Plan 

 
Endowment Phase 1 Fundraising Wraps Up 
 
A big thanks goes out to the nearly 200 area individuals and businesses who pledged their sup-
port to the Lafayette House endowment fund! 
 
The three-year start-up phase of our fundraising campaign ended June 30.  Lafayette House 
will host a recognition event in September for our donors, and we’ll unveil the new “Wall of 
Honor” in our lobby, listing the names of contributors.   Raising money for the endowment is 
still an ongoing project, since the fund will provide income to maintain or develop much-
needed services in times of tight public budgets. 

Lafayette House launched a new 5-year strategic 
plan on July 1, and the “blueprint for the future” 
sets a new vision for the organization. 
 
Beginning last fall Executive Director Alison 
Malinowski led the Board and staff at Lafayette 
House through several planning sessions de-
signed to set a new course for the 26-year old 
organization.   
 
With help from Ron Nowosad, St. John’s senior 
vice president of strategy/business development, 
Alison and the Lafayette House administrative 
team focused on developing two broad strategic 
priorities:  Strengthening the Core and New Ini-
tiatives.   
 
Specific goals cover the areas of providing  
current and new services, increasing public 
awareness, maintaining financial stability,  
improving access to care for rural women and 
families, expanding child care services and  
reducing clients’ dependence on public assis-
tance programs. 
 
A key part of the new plan was to revise our  
vision and mission statements to reflect 
Lafayette House’s goals (see box). 

Our Vision 
 

All those who need help will seek it  
and find a sanctuary that nurtures,  

empowers and improves the quality of their 
lives. 

 
 

Our Mission  
 

Lafayette House provides a safe environment  
for women, children and families  
touched by abuse and addiction.  

  
Working collaboratively, Lafayette House  

promotes self-sufficiency through education 
and encouragement, while constantly  
striving to address the evolving needs  

of our clients and our community. 

“We are excited to have goals in place that we 
believe will help Lafayette House grow into new 
areas, while maintaining our financial stability.  
With the help of the community and our clients, I 
am sure these goals will be achieved during the 
next five years,” said Ms. Malinowski. 



 
 
 
 
 

P.O. Box  1765 
Joplin, MO  64802  

Board of Directors                                     
 

Deborah Chiodo, President 
Dale Harrington, President-elect 
Susan Satterlee, Secretary 
Gary Lentz, Treasurer 
Dot Willcoxon, Member at Large 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                  
 

 
 

Alison Malinowski, Executive Director 
Andrea Pence, Director of Community Services   

   

 
We could use a helping hand — 
can you help us collect some of 

these items?   
 
 

 
Twin-size bed spreads/comforters 

Towels 
Pillows 

Silverware 
Children’s car booster seats  

Infant car seats 
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Nancy Adams 
Sharon Beshore  
Peter Connelly 
William J. Fleischaker 
Barbara Hicklin 
 

Debbie Linnes 
Naomi Miller 
Mary Schillaci  
Beth Styron 
Cathy White 
 

 
Important  

Information 
 
 

Hotline 
417-782-1772 
800-416-1772 

 
 

Donations 
Andrea Pence 

 
Volunteer Opportunities 

Amy Lane 
 

Request a program or 
speaker 

Andrea Pence 
 

Wish List 
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